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BATH CONGRESS SENATE REPORT 
2d Session No. 2536 


PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEYANCE TO THE MATHEW AMERICAN 
HORSE AMERICAN LEGION POST, NO. 259, CANNON BALL, N. DAK,, 
OF CERTAIN LANDS UPON THE STANDING ROCK RESERVATION, 
N. DAK., FOR USE AS A SITE FOR THE ERECTION OF A MEMORIAL 
MONUMENT IN HONOR OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
KILLED IN BATTLE 


JuLY 12, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. O’Manonry, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H, R. 8005] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 8005) to provide for the conveyance to the 
Mathew American Horse American Legion Post, No. 259, Cannon 
Ball, N. Dak.. of certain lands upon the Standing Rock Reservation, 
N. Dak., for use as a site for the erection of a memorial monument in 
honor of soldiers killed in battle, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill 
do pass. 

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The purpose of H. R. 8005 is to authorize the conveyance of 1.25 
acres of land located on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, N. 
Dak., to the Mathew American Horse American Legion Post, No. 
259, Cannon Ball, N. Dak.. for use as a site for the erection of a 
memorial monument in honor of members of the Armed Forces killed 
in battle. 

Title to the conveyed land would remain in the Mathew American 
Horse American Post so long as the land is used for the purpose for 
which it was conveyed. 

Rights to oil, gas, and other mineral deposits in the land to be con- 
veyed are reserved, along with the right to develop such mineral 
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2 CONVEY CERTAIN LANDS UPON STANDING ROCK RESERVATION 


deposits in any manner that. will not interfere with the use of the land 
as a memorial monument site. 

By tribal resolution adopted August 24, 1955, the Standing Rock 
Tribal Business Council requested this conveyance. The site in- 
volved was set aside for Indian Bureau agency use by departmental 
order of September 14, 1909. The land is presently in an adminis- 
trative site but its use as a monument would not interfere with the 
functioning of headquarters activities nor would it have adverse effect 
on the property remaining for administrative purpose. 

The favorable reports of the Department of the Interior and the 
Bureau of the Budget are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., March 30, 1986. 
Hon. CLAIR ENGLE, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Enate: Your committee has requested a report on 
H. R. 8005, a bill to provide for the conveyance to the Mathew 
American Horse American Legion Post No. 259, Cannon Ball, N. 
Dak., of certain lands upon the Standing Rock Reservation, N. Dak., 
for use as a site for the erection of a memorial monument in honor 
of soldiers killed in battle. 

We recommend that the bill be enacted. 

The bill directs the Secretary of tbe Interior to convey to the 
Mathew American Horse American Legion Post No. 259 title to 1.25 
acres of land on the Standing Rock Reservation. The land is part 
of the administrative site known as the Cannon Ball station. This 
site was set aside for agency use by departmental order of September 
14, 1909. 

The purpose of the proposed conveyance is to provide a site for the 
erection of a memorial monument to soldiers killed in battle. Title 
to the conveyed land will remain in the Mathew American Horse 
American Legion Post No. 259 so long as the land is used for the pur- 
pose for which it is conveyed. 

By Tribal Resolution No, 24-55, adopted August 24, 1955, the 
Tribal Business Council of the Standing Rock Reservation requested 
this conveyance. The superintendent of the reservation reported 
that this small parcel is not needed for administrative purposes and 
that the transfer of the title would have no adverse effect on the use 
of the remaining property for administrative purposes. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report to your committee. 


Sincerely yours, 
Wester A. D’Ewarrt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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Executive OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 


BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 


Washington, D. C., March 29, 1956. 
Hon. CLAIR ENGLE, 


Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: Reference is made to your request for 
our views concerning H. R. 8005, to provide for the conveyance to 
the Mathew American Horse American Legion Post No. 259, Cannon 
Ball, N. Dak., of certain lands upon the Standing Rock Reservation, 
N. Dak., for use as a site for the erection of a memorial monument in 
honor of soldiers killed in battle. 

By tribal resolution adopted August 24, 1955, the Tribal Business 
Council of the Standing Rock Reservation, N. Dak., requested the 
conveyance to the American Legion post named in the bill. About 
1.25 acres, a part of an administrative site set aside by departmental 
order of September 14, 1909, isinvolved. This land is not now needed 
for administrative purposes. 

Failure of the post to utilize the site for the purpose specified in the 
bill will cause it to revert to its former status. 

This Bureau has no objection to the enactment of the bill; 

Sincerely yours, 
Ropert E. Merriam, 
Assistant to the Director. 

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends enact- 

ment of H. R. 8005, as amended. 
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Calendar No. 2595 


BATH CONGRESS L SENATE | REPORT 
2d Session No. 2554 


re nen 


EXTENDING FEDERAL RECOGNITION POSTHUMOUSLY TO LT. COL. 
LEE J. MERKEL, AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE UNITED STATES, 
AS A COLONEL, AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE UNITED STATES 


Jury 12, 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. RusseuL, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 4003] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 4003) to extend Federal recognition posthumously to Lt. Col. 
Lee J. Merkel, Air National Guard of the United States, as a colonel, 
Air National Guard of the United States, and for other purposes, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon with amend- 
ments and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

On page 1, line 5, strike out “of the United States”. 

Amend the title so as to read: 


A bill to extend Federal recognition posthumously to 
Lieutenant Colonel Lee J. Merkel, Air National Guard of 


the United States, as a colonel, Air National Guard, and for 
other purposes. 


EXPLANATION OF THE AMENDMENTS 


Since Federal recognition is extended to officers in their capacity 
as members of the Air National Guard of the State concerned, rather 
than as members of the Air National Guard of the United States, the 
Department of the Air Force recommended clarifying amendments 
that were adopted by the committee. 


PURPOSE 
This bill proposes to authorize and request the President to extend 


Federal recognition posthumously to the promotion of Lee J. Merkel 
as a colonel in the Air National Sind. 
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EXTEND FEDERAL RECOGNITION POSTHUMOUSLY 


EXPLANATORY BACKGROUND 


The late Lt. Col. Lee J. Merkel, Air National Guard of the United 
States, was killed on January 31, 1956, in the crash of an F-51 aircraft 
near Bedford, Ind. On June 30, 1955, Lieutenant Colonel Merkel 
had been found qualified by a Federal Recognition Board for the 
granting of Federal recognition in the grade of colonel. Except for 
a freeze of promotions that was placed in effect on August 2, 1955, 
Lieutenant Colonel Merkel: would shortly thereafter have been 
federally recognized in the grade of colonel. 

Lieutenant Colonel Merkel served creditably during World War II 
and again on active duty beginning in October of 1950. He was 

rominent in defense and National Guard activities in the State of 

entucky. 

Since Federal recognition of his promotion to colonel had been 
recommended prior to his death, and in view of the promotion freeze 
over which he had no control, the committee considers it appropriate 
to authorize posthumous Federal recognition. 


cosT 


Enactment of this measure should not result in any increased cost 
to the Government. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION 


The Department of the Air Force concurs in the objective of. this 
bill. Printed below and hereby made a part of this report is a letter 
dated June 20, 1956, from the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. 
The amendments suggested in this letter have been adopted. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Are Forces, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, June 20, 1956, 
Hon. Rıcnard B. RUSSELL, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 

Dear Mr. Cnarmman: Reference is made to your request for the 
views and recommendations of the Department of Defense on S. 4003, 
84th Congress, a bill to extend Federal recognition posthumously to 
Lt. Col. Lee J. Merkel, Air National Guard of the United States, as 
a colonel, Air National Guard of the United States, and for other 

urposes. .Since the proposal involves a deceased member of the Air 
Vational Guard the Secretary of Defense has referred your request to 
this Department. 

The purpose of S. 4003, as stated in its title, would be accomplished 
by (1) authorizing and requesting the President to recognize Lee J. 
Merkel posthumously as a colonel in the Air National Guard and (2) 
by authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Air Force to amend 
the records of the Department of the Air Force so as to carry Lee J. 
Merkel as a colonel; Air National Guard as of January 31, 1956. 

The deceased met a Federal Recognition Board on June 30, 1955, 
and was found qualified for the granting of Federal recognition in the 

ade of canal He would have been federally recognized in this 
Eicher grade had not a freeze of promotions been invoked on August 
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2, 1955. Lieutenant Colonel Merkel was killed in an aircraft acci- 
dent, and a line of duty investigation determined his death to have 
occurred while he was ın the capacity of a civilian employee of the 
State, and not in a Federal status as a commissioned officer. 

The Department of the Air Force concurs in the objective of this 
proposed legislation. However, since Federal recognition is extended 
to officers in their capacity as members of the Air National Guard of 
the State concerned, rather than the “Air National Guard of the 
United States”, it is recommended that the words “of the United 
States” be deleted in the third line of the title and in line 5, page 1 of 
S. 4003. 

Enactment of this proposed legislation would not result in any cost 
to the Department of the Air Force. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that it has no objection to 
the submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
Davin S. Sirs, 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. 
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